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mm,.By H G. Summers Jr.

" Suppose you were in the
-CIA, and the President had
just declared an all-out war

" on-drugs. Being devious and
Mgchiavellian by nature, what
“would be (lie best way-to im-
plethent the })IEQI(IGHURI ed-
jet?

JHow about taking a relative-
lygood book by a team of
young rescarchers, a book
‘that already included an at-
tick on the U.S. role in Viet-
nam which would appeal to
porsons who dote on such
things, and spicing-it up by
some rather innocunus and
dited attacks on the CLiAl

_ ready portrayed as the UO’T%'N

iticarnate by the left, a few
mme attacks couldn't hurt.

*Now then, how to get the

Kook in the public eye? \What

better way than to demand
ccn\,orslup rights over the
migruscript. That would raise
a-guaranteed hue and cry

- dgross lbe palitical spectrum
bQCauqc nothl'm-—thank God—
is«so sacrosanct in American
sotiely as the rights of a free
press. ’

“’*‘lfanm[ul you say? Not neatr-

7.0 fanciful as hall of the
wms Aerd McCoy accuses the
F1A of in his book. And look
. .+at the results. The prepublica-
Lﬁon censorship was so weak
Athe publisher said that he
was ‘‘underwhelmed” by the
‘L1A comments) that reported-
y ot a word was changed in
"the ‘manuscript, The news of

- the press and sparked editori-
~#19%in the New York Times,
“the!, Washington DPost, and
-countless other newspapers.

“Mrhe Star ran on cxcdipproved

“¢le-in the Book Secllon on the -
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A brand you can trust?

“pvils of CIA harassment—an
article marred only by the ac-
wmpanymg editorial cartoon
jhat showed the Pentagon

grabbing an author's tvpemlt-
o But 1 suppose thal the
Pexxtagon is belter identified
-in the public mind than Lang-
Joy where the CLA really
hands its hat.

e

'lhe CIA. in effect, worked a

‘double hlessing. 1t
rhigh-level attention and pub-
licity on McCoy’s book, which
is being faithfully reviewed by
most of the major publica-
tions, and they focus public

atlention on the evils of

government censorship. The
taxpayers got their money's
worth in this CIA caper.

Let me hasten lo add that I

claim no inside information on
this caper. Maybe the CIA

e censorship was leaked to © was just ‘ham-handed enough

te demand pre-publication
censorship without malice of
forethought., ., but I'd rather
helieve that our highest level

insured

If you are natmally mmpl-

cious, there is other evidence
as well. According to James

Markham in the New York

Times, ‘‘a former CIA agent”
told Seymour Hersh that Me-
Coy's assertions are “10 per
cent tendentious and 83 per
cent of the most valuable con-
tribution I can think of. He's a

very liberal kid, and he’d like -

{o nail theé establishment. But

some leading intelligence offi- -

cers inside the Government’s
program think that his re-
search is great.”

-
Not only that, but McCoy’s
book, which purports to attack
the CIA, actually credits the
agency with being 10 feet {all,
of having history-bending
powers, of saving (Godfather
forgive us) the Mafia from ex-
tinction after World War 1.

Disregard the ‘“‘{endentious

10 per cent”—the rather puer--
_ile political judgements where -

McCoy wavers Dbetween con-
demning the CIA for being the

* sion,
_ that “in the final analysis the -

" choose between
“doggedly anti-Communist
¢ governments  in

demanding that the United
States act as the policeman of
the world in the Golden Trian-
gle in Southeast Asia (how
many divisions would it take -
to subdue the Shan States in -
Burma that neither the Brit-
ish nor the present Burmese
Government could police and
control?)

* Disregard the sometimes ju-
,venile writing style--*In 1852
'-King Mongut (played by Yul

‘Brynner in the King and i)
‘howed 1{o. British pressure.’
Thal's like writing “At Get-
tyshurg, Abraham Lincoln
(played by Raymond Massey)
said . . .” McCoy also notes
“a brutal Chinese pacifica-
tion campaign (in South
China) rather similar to the
one lavached by the U.S.
Seventh Cavalry against the
Greaft Plzins Indians.” Why -
“7th Cavalry”? All they dis-
tinguished themsclves for was
getling massacrcd at the Lit-
tle Big Horn. It’s racist of 2Ic-
Coy fo ignore the all-black
10th Cavalry which plaved a
much more important role in

the paciﬁcation of the West,

Disregard 2Il that, for the
:book does give valuable in-
sights into the mechanics of
the heroin trads. McCoy’s ox-

amination of the depth and

scope of the Asian opium
trade is particularly timely
since this aspect was ignored
until our own ox was gored.
When only the “‘heathen th .
nese’” smoked opium, the U.5
was singularly uninterested in
the problem. :

Read McCoy’s “90 per cont
valuable contribution” (hat
the CIA was kind enough to
hring to your attention, bul do
not be mislead by his eonclu-
It is a cop-out to say

American people will have to -
supporling

Souttheast
Asia or getting heroin out of
their high schools.” It is not .
that simple. ]

As James Markham point- |
ed out in his New York Times
review, ‘“American addicts -

“need only 60 to 100 tons of
“opium a year

to fced their
habits . .°. This amount of opi-
um can be grown on five to 10
sguare miles of arable, upland
countly land—in Burma, in
India, in Turkey, in Mexico,
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lhey were merely stupid.
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